LENIN

The first step must be to organize the workers as a
basis for the political party which must follow. He
planned the organization carefully, quietly. He began
by publishing, with the help of a few trusted friends, a
small propaganda sheet which he mimeographed and
circulated surreptitiously among the industrial workers
of St. Petersburg. It dealt with the low wages and
oppressive labor conditions (long hours, fines, foul
drinking water, unsanitary toilets, etc.) under which
they all chafed. Here was something on which every
worker could agree. He united these workers on the
simple basis of their common grievances. He called
this first organization the "Association for the Eman-
cipation of the Working Class." As it grew larger in
numbers and the influence of his mimeographed sheet
spread, he encouraged the members to organize strikes
in a few of the St. Petersburg factories. These were
sufficiently successful to demonstrate the power of
workers' organizations, and the movement went forward
with gathering confidence.

Next, he brought together groups of the more in-
telligent workers to discuss what they must do to better
the lot of labor. As a basis for their discussions he
wrote and mimeographed a little book entitled Friends
of the People, setting forth simply and clearly the goals
on which they should unite and the immediate steps
toward them. Lr one of the groups to which he intro-
duced this booklet was a young woman named Nadezhda
Krupskaya, who later became his wife. In her memoirs